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MAKE YOUR LINENS 
AND GARMENTS 
RFID-READY WITH HID 
GLOBAL’S SOURCE-
TAGGING SOLUTION 

Commercial laundries and their customers can track laundered bed linens, towels, curtains, 
garments and more, bringing a proven digital solution for inventory management.

There are multiple ways of securely and discreetly integrating RFID tags into textiles. The 
tag (or transponder) can be sewn into a hem or inside a small fabric label (i.e. brand label). 
Some RFID tags come with a specific heat-activated adhesive coating on one side so that 
they can be heat-sealed directly onto the textile.

Carefully following integration instructions and recommendations guarantees the tag 
performance throughout the life of the textile product, including repeated washings, 
exposure to cleaning chemicals, sterilizing heat and water press extractors. 

 As RFID-enabled linen becomes the norm with fine hotels and other facilities, potential 
customers are wary of the entry costs to such a solution. To save money, it is recommended 
that the tags be integrated during the production process, or “source tagging. Compared 
to the cost of manual attachment (also called retrofitting), which can be up to 30 cents per 
item, source-tagging has virtually no cost, since it is integrated with no disruption in the 
linen manufacturing process.

At the forefront of RFID innovation, HID has worked with some of the world’s largest linen 
manufacturers, focusing on hospitality and healthcare linen, to design solutions that 
integrate RFID tags directly and automatically into linen items during the manufacturing 
process. The solution includes a patented labeling machine and UHF RFID tags on rolls. 
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H I D  G L O B A L’ S  S O U R C E - T A G G I N G  S O L U T I O N  F O R 
L I N E N S  A N D  U N I F O R M S 

HID’s Integrated Fast Feeder (IFF) is an innovative RFID label insertion machine, co-designed 
with some of the largest linen manufacturers in the world. Space-saving, compact and 
versatile, it is easy to integrate, into an automated sewing / finishing line or equipment. That 
enables RFID tags to be automatically, and precisely, placed into each piece of linen, as part 
of the sewing / finishing process, and at a pace of 1 tag every 4 seconds, a level compatible 
with the fastest automatic linen manufacturing equipment available on the market. 

 With the fast feeder, RFID tag integration is seamless and fully part of the production 
process, requiring no separate insertion step and no added expenses. Therefore, each piece 
of linen gets RFID-enabled with no disruption to the entire production process and on the 
same manufacturing line.

A B O U T  H I D  G L O B A L’ S  T E X T I L E  S E R V I C E S

HID Global has a long history of leading the textile services RFID industry. That includes more than 20 years in linen/garment identification 
and tracking for customers around the world such as linen manufacturers, industrial laundries, hotel groups and resorts and healthcare 
facilities. HID Global’s value as an industry leader is to supply reliable high-quality products with global support. 

HID Global’s ACUITY™ is an advanced and proven linen-management platform, combining industry leading RFID technology (tags and 
stations), cloud software suites and integration services. That means laundry professionals can accurately track linens, uniforms, and other 
textile assets to improve inventory visibility, reduce shortages, and automate processes. Furthermore, it contributes to delivering on-time 
and on-budget without adding steps to the linen lifecycle process.

In addition to the IFF module, HID provides UHF RFID tags in reels (LinTRAK™ C15-MRI/R). 
The reel is inserted like a cartridge into the IFF module, which features a control cell to 
guarantee that 100% of the RFID tags used are functional.

T H E  B E N E F I T S  O F  S O U R C E  T A G G I N G 

There are several benefits to source-tagging not just for linen and uniform manufacturers but 
also for their customers in the hospitality, healthcare and industrial markets:

 • Accurate placement: Source tagging ensures the RFID tag is placed accurately, with 
maximum precision, in the correct location, so that product branding and information is not 
obscured. This makes product RFID identification simple and more efficient. 

 • Automated Scanning: Source tagging enables distribution centers, warehouses, production 
plants as well as sales locations to benefit from literally no-touch goods receiving with 
optimized counting accuracy. Instead of having to manually scan items, or not scanning at 
all, operators can automatically register inbound and outbound shipments of RFID-ready 
linen in boxes, pallets or roller cages. The accuracy of shipments can be verified before 
they are loaded onto trucks and shipped to end-users. 

 • Cost Savings and Compliance: Source-tagging saves money while increasing productivity. 
Linen is automatically RFID-enabled on the same production line, in a continuous flow and 
with no disruption to the manufacturing process. Each linen item is uniquely identified with 
an EPC-compliant code, following GS1 standards (SGTIN96 format) and optional custom-
encoding services.  

 • Value Added: With source-tagging, linen suppliers provide a RFID-ready linen as a value-
added service to their customers, accelerating the deployment of their RFID-based linen 
management platform.

Source-tagging is the future of linen. The keys to linen management are understanding your 
linen’s life and whereabouts.
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