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Top 10 Considerations: Selecting an ID Card 
Printer that will Meet Your Needs

1. Start with Security
Security concerns are ever on the rise. Protecting confidential data—financial 
information, patient records, classified documents—against an increasingly 
complex range of possible security breaches is crucial.  When deciding 
which printing solution contains security features that are necessary for your 
organization, consider out the following:

Assess Risks. What would happen if unauthorized parties gained access to  
sensitive information within your organization, or if credentials were  
compromised?  Given what is at stake in the event of a security breach, it is  
essential that your organization determines the appropriate level of security to  
implement.  

Hardware Security. Next, evaluate the hardware options that support a variety 
of security technologies.  Do you have standard security needs, or do you  
require ID cards with a more complex visual security solution? 

Flexibility. Your printer hardware should be able to support a broad range 
of security measures, but it is equally important to select a printer that will 
continue to adapt to your changing or increasing security needs over time.  

hidglobal.com

Abstract

A Guided Evaluation of ID Card Printing Options to Simplify your Choice

Corporations, healthcare facilities, educational campuses and government 
agencies are seeking reliable, scalable, and cost-effective solutions for 
producing secure ID badges on demand.  The spectrum of available ID card 
printing options is quite broad, and the selection process is overwhelming.  
This White Paper will simplify the selection process—identifying and 
evaluating the top ten things to consider when choosing a secure issuance 
solution that will meet your broad—but unique—set of needs.  

The ten considerations you will find discussed in this white paper are:

 � Security

 � Durable credentials

 � Card printing volume

 � Simultaneous card functions

 � Interoperability with your Physical Access Control System (PACS)

 � Connectivity

 � System diagnostics

 � Modularity and system scalability

 � Cost-saving and environmentally sustainable laminating technology

 � Partnering with the right provider

What is Secure Issuance? 

Secure Issuance is the creation and 
distribution of secure, counterfeit-
resistant identity credentials to 
known and vetted individuals. For 
example: 

 � Photo identification cards or 
badges that may be encoded for 
physical access 

 � Multi-functional smart cards 
that allow access to networks 
or protected data, track an 
individual’s time and attendance 
or enable financial transactions

 � Used extensively by industries 
that require highly secure 
credentials with multiple 
functions and the ability to print 
these cards on-site 
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Printer Security.  Maintaining the security of the physical card printer itself  
should also not be overlooked.  Mechanical locks restrict access to printers,  
preventing those with unauthorized access from removing sensitive printed  
materials from the printer.  

Electronic Security.  Finally, electronic security should protect operator  control 
access to each printer via personal identification numbers (PINs). Print job data 
packets should meet or exceed advanced encryption standards. 

2. Durable Credentials Equals a Long Card Life
Ultimately, the efficacy of your ID card printing system comes down to how 
effectively the issued credentials meet the card’s demands.  As you evaluate your 
options, keep in mind the environments and conditions to which your card will be 
exposed.  Your multiple credential options include: 

Leverage high definition printing (HDP®), or re-transfer printing.  The HDP film 
used in the re-transfer process inherently protects printed images.

Laminate your cards. Overlaminates increase durability and extend the card life.  

3. Determine your Card Printing Volume Needs
How many cards will you be printing and at what intervals? Will you only need 
new cards printed intermittently throughout the year or will you be printing large 
batches of cards at a time, several times a year? These questions are important 
because not all printers are created equal.  For higher volume demands, it is 
recommended that you select models with large capacity input and output 
hoppers—so that batches can run uninterrupted for long periods of time, without 
needing supplies replenished.  

4. Do you Need Simultaneous Card Functions?
Another critical factor to consider is whether or not you will employ multiple 
simultaneous applications to your cards—such as encoding and lamination—and 
at what rate finished cards must be disbursed.  Many contemporary card printing 
systems are capable of performing multiple operations simultaneously.

5. Interoperability with your Physical Access Control System (PACS)
What other ways might an ID badge be used within your organization?  What 
other functions do you need to keep in mind when selecting a secure issuance 
solution? Whether you seek to transition simple ID badges to multi-functional 
technology cards or to increase security by tying into a Physical Access Control 
System (PACS), it is highly recommended that you carefully consider providers 
that offer a full spectrum of interoperable secure identity solutions.  

By selecting a solution that at its core, supports interoperability, you ensure 
that your previous investments will still be relevant, that you can incorporate 
additional technologies into your infrastructure as needed.

6. Connectivity Provides Flexibility and Convenience
Do you require solutions that allow you to do mobile, on-the-spot printing 
and encoding of secure IDs? If so, look for solutions that can support multiple 
connectivity options spanning USB for single PC connectivity, Ethernet for 
network printing, and Wi-Fi® for convenient printing from the cloud. This will 
ensure you have the flexibility you need to print from any location and easily 
change locations or connectivity methods as needs change.

7. Diagnose Issues Before They Become Problems
Sophisticated card printing platforms issue thousands of ID cards every day. 
Best-of-breed printers are equipped with automated diagnostic systems that 
can alert even non-technical operators to issues that arise, making it easier 
and quicker to resolve any problems that may surface.  Alert mechanisms do 
more than indicate when a repair is necessary—they alert your operators to the 
presence of an issue so that it can be quickly resolved.  
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8. Modularity and System Scalability to Reduce Total Cost of Ownership
As your organization expands and your card issuance needs increase or require 
migration to more advanced card technologies, an upgradeable solution can 
be expanded in scaled increments to meet those demands.  This will further 
reduce your total future cost of ownership.  Solutions should be modular, with 
the ability to add features that allow for technology expansion, leveraging the 
benefits of your secure issuance platform for years to come.

9. Cost-Saving, Environmentally Sustainable Laminating Technology
Producers of secure ID cards in high volumes are constantly seeking ways 
to cut costs and improve the efficiency of their laminating technology. 
GreenCircle® certified wasteless lamination printing technology can be the 
right solution for institutions seeking to reduce costs while demonstrating 
environmental responsibility.  Wasteless lamination reduces the per-card cost 
and minimizes environmental impact through improving energy efficiency.

10. Partnering with the Right Provider 
By understanding your technology options and taking these factors into 
consideration one by one, you will be able to effectively narrow your selections 
and confidently choose the right secure issuance solution to best meet your 
needs.

Learn more about HID’s range of FARGO® Card & ID Badge Printers here. 

To speak with someone from HID Global about your organization’s printing 
needs, contact us here.

HID Global is the trusted source for innovative products, services, and solutions 
related to the creation, management, and use of secure identities for millions of 
customers around the world. HID Global has been partnering with government 
agencies, healthcare facilities, financial institutions, and Universities, providing 
secure issuance solutions and meeting their customization needs for more than 
20 years.

 

hidglobal.com

3

© 2019 HID Global Corporation/ASSA ABLOY AB. All 
rights reserved. HID, HID Global, the HID Blue Brick 
logo, the Chain Design are trademarks or registered 
trademarks of HID Global or its licensor(s)/supplier(s) in 
the US and other countries and may not be used without 
permission. All other trademarks, service marks, and 
product or service names are trademarks or registered 
trademarks of their respective owners.

2019-08-28-hid-si-top10-consideration-solution-wp-en        

PLT-02624

An ASSA ABLOY Group brand

HID FARGO Direct-to-Card (DTC) 
Family of Printers

HID FARGO High Definition Printing 
(HDP) Family of Printers

https://www.hidglobal.com/products/card-printers/fargo
https://www.hidglobal.com/products/card-printers/fargo 
mailto:sisales%40hidglobal.com?subject=Customer%20inquiry

